A  PERSONAL  MESSAGE  PROM  OUR  30SS: 


C 


c 


We  are  at  the  "beginning  of  a  season  typified  by  trout  fishing, 
summer  vacations,  and  warm,  lazy  weather — good  old  summer  time. 


Unfortunately,  however,  this  same  haproy  season  of  the  year  is 
one  when  grass  and  timber  fires  take  their  toll  in  forage  crops, 
livestock,  wildlife,  homes,  property,  and  even  human  life. 


Every  conscientious  American  citizen  has  a  part  to  play  in  the 
national  conservation  program  and  in  the  country-wide  campaign  to 
reduce  the  number  of  fires  on  woodland  and  rangeland.  The  Grazing 
Service  is  uniting  with  other  Federal  agencies,  local  organizations 
and  individuals  in  a  plan  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  tragedy 
and  waste  of  fire — to  make  everyone  FIRE  CONSCIOUS — and  to  provide 
well-trained  fire  fighters  and  adequate  equipment  to  combat  fires 
it  was  not  possible  to  prevent. 


I  wish  each  and  everyone  of  yoxi  would  seriously  consider  this 
very  important  problem,  a  few  phases  of  which  have  been  touched  upon 
in  this  issue  of  the  Range  Rider.  I  feel  sure  that  all  of  you  will 
do  your  part  in  keeping  down  the  number  of  fires  and  in  cooperating 
with  your  regional  and  district  officers  in  fighting  those  fires 
which  have  started.  . _ 

R.  R.  Rutledge,/' 

Director  of  Grazing. 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

"Fire  turns  a  country  that  has  all  the  green  lovely  lusciousness 
of  a  wilderness  forest  into  what  is  nothing  short  of  a  terrible  desert, 
a  charnel-house  that  is  filled  with  a  giant  jackstraw  of  blackened 
timbers  lying  askew,  twisted,  torn,  broken.  ..." 
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mEl  THE  RED  S  COURSE  OF  WOODLAND  AND  RANGELAND 

ITS  TOLL! 


The  American  people  were  jolted  into  recognition  of  the  tremendous 
toll  of  timber  fires  by  the  tragedy  of  the  Peshtigo  fire  in  1871  in  which 
1500  lives  were  lost  and  a  million  acres  of  Wisconsin  pines  went  up  in 
smoke.  Spectacular  timber  fire  disasters  since  that  time  have  caused 
heavy  loss  of  human  life  and  the  destruction  of  timber,  crops,  homes,  and 
even  entire  communities.  In  the  notorious  Tillamook  fire  of  1933,  flames 
spread  with  explosive  force  over  244,706  acres  of  Oregon's  finest  timber 
stands.  It  was  estimated  that  10,257,517,000  board  feet  of  timber  was 
killed,  representing  six  years  of  direct  employment  for  14,000  men  and  a 
loss  in  timber  value  of  $275,000,000. 

Between  1933  and  1937  the  average  yearly  number  of  forest  fires  was 
just  short  of  172,000,  each  year  averaging  over  36,000,000  acres  and  cost¬ 
ing  $43,000,000.  This  does  not  take  into  consideration  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  unspectacular  fires— the  range  and  pasture  fires  that,  though 
perhaps  small  in  area,  destroy  great  quantities  of  valuable  forage  for 
livestock  and  wildlife  and  leave  open  to  the  ravages. of  wind  and  water 
erosion  the  unprotected  earth. 

Tne  fire  problem  is  a  public  problem.  Yearly  timber  associations, 
civic  organizations,  the  Federal  government,  and  others  spend  thousands 
of  dollars  for  fire  protection  and  control,  yet  these  groups  are  still 
powerless  to  combat  negligence  on  the  part  of  campers,  picnickers,  in- 
cendiarists,  and  the  tourist  who  carelessly  tosses  a  lighted  cigarette 
from  the  car  window  and  leaves  his  camp  fire  smoldering.  It  is  the  job 
of  everyone  in  the  Grazing  Service  to  do  whatever  he  can  to  prevent  fires, 
to  be  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  fires  which  have  started,  and  to  bend 
all  efforts  toward  extinguishing  those  which  have  gotten  under  way. 


ITS  CAUSE I 


Lightning. .. a  burning  cigarette. . .hot  coals  from  the  camper's 

fire.. .burning  debris - lumbering  operations. . incendiarism. . .railroads.. 

thoughtless  people - careless  people. - . malicious  people.... 

ITS  EFFECT! 


Confusion  of  fire. .heavy  pall  of  smoke. . .blast  of  flames... 
loss  of  life,  homes,  crops,  livestock,  wildlife,  vacation  areas. .. ravages 
of  erosion  on  unprotected  soil. ...  quiet. ; of  desolation  and  stagnation _ 

OUR  DEFENSE! 

Education  in  the  cause  and  control  of  fire. . .appeal  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  fires... .warning  of  the  toll  claimed  by  fire.l .. fire-conscious¬ 
ness,  .restriction  of  fire  causes  where  possible - proper  protection  equip- 

ment . 25  t0  50  minute  men"  on  call  at , each  CCC-  camp,  24  hours  per  day! 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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GRAZING  SERVICE  FIRE  C PETROL  TECHNIQUE  AiTD  METHODS 

PREVENTION 

1.  Through  personal  contact,  and  otherwise,  creation  of  community 
thought  conducive  to  the  prevention  of  fires. 

2.  Fir e-consciousness  of  all  employees. 

3.  Restriction  of  fire  causes  v/herc  feasible. 

4.  Cautionary  publicity. 

PRESUPPPTS  S I  Oil 

1.  Preparedness  with  trained,  effective  fire-fighting  force; 
a  coordinated  plan;  good  fire-fighting  tools  and  the  means 
of  putting  them  into  action  without  delay. 

2.  Proper  naps,  lockouts,  transportation  and  communication 
facilities,  et  cetera. 

3.  Construction  of  fire  ?.anes  where  practicable. 

4.  Cooperative  arrangements  with  individuals  and  county,  State 
and  Federal  organizations. 

SUPPRESS I OH 


--the  battle  for  which  preparation  is  made 

1.  After  learning  the  size  and  speed  of  the  fire  and  the  type 
of  cover  burning,  extinguishment  with  the  least  possible 

delay,  fire-fighting  taking  precedence  over  all  other  activities. 

2.  Organization  of  follow-up  crews. 

3.  The  last  spark  is  out! 

*  *  R  ?.  *  * 

COURTESY  PATROLS 

By  soliciting  the  help  and  cooperation  of  local  ranchers,  mail  carriers, 
range  riders,  sheep  herders,  storekeepers,  country  officials,  road  uatrols, 
truck  drivers,  and  others,  we  can  build  up  a  fire  courtesy  patrol.  Often 
these  people  can  prevent  a  fire  from  spreading  or  get  a  reuort  in  before  the 
flames  have  turned  into  a  conflagration. 

*  *  R  S  *  * 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  over  90  percent  of  fires  are  man-causedl 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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TIMBER  AND  BRUSH  FIRES  run  uphill  faster  than  down,  as  the  heated  air 
amoves  upward  drawing  the  flames  with  it. 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

TYPICAL  25-MAN  FIRE  CACHE  FOR  GRAZING  SERVICE  CCC  CAMPS 


3  Axes,  double  bit 
1  Axe,  single  bit 
6  Pulaski  tools 
6  Mattocks,  cutting  back 

1  5i>  -cross-cut  saw 

16  No.  0  long -handle  shovels 

2  Back  pack  pumps 

5  Back  pack,  5-gallon  waterbags 
5  Two-gallon  waterbags 
2  Canvas  buckets 

2  Ten-gallon  galvanized  water  cans 
25  Quart  canteens 

3  Gasoline  lanterns 
1  Eauk  torch 

5  Electric  head  lamps 
5  Knapsacks 
1  First-aid  kit 
5  12"-flat  files 
1  8 "-whet stone 
1  Camp  stove 
25  Rations  for  one  day 


*  *  R  R  *  * 

CCC  PARTICIPATION 

TT  is  a  S'?fe  £SSertion  that  there  ^een  no  large  forest  fire  in  the 

United  States  since  May  1933  that  has  not  had  some  CCC  boys  fighting  it.  They 
have  fought  forest  fires  from  Maine  to  Arizona,  and  from  Washington^  Florida; 
they  have  become  the  first-line  defense  in  the  annual  fire  battle."  ( — John  D 
Guthrie  in  "American  Forests,"  April  1939) 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


COOPERATION 


The  Grazing  Service,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  National  Fark  Service,  and 
Forest  Service  are  cooperating  in  the  training  of  fire-fighting  personnel,  and 
in  the  control  of  fires  regardless  of  the  type  of  land  on  which  they  are  burn¬ 
ing  or  the  agency  in  charge. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


TIi-3ir.,  brush  and  grass  are  "crops"  of  our  western  range  areas,  just  as 
wheat  and  corn  and  cotton  are  crops  of  other  regions.  It  is  our  job  and  our 
duty  to  combat  their  needless  destruction  by  fire. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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